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NISAW 101: National Invasive 
Species Awareness Week 2021 

 

National Invasive Species Awareness Week is an international event to raise awareness about 

invasive species, the threat that they pose, and what can be done to prevent their spread. 

Representatives from local, state, federal, and regional organizations discuss legislation, 

policies, and improvements that can be made to prevent and manage invasive species. A 

series of virtual webinars are planned online from February 22-26, 2021 and sponsorship 

opportunities are available.  

 

From May 17-23, 2021, partners host local events to remove invasives and educate elected 

officials, decision makers, and the public on how they can help to stop the spread of invasive 

species and protect communities. 

  

NISAW is managed by the North American Invasive Species Management Association 

(NAISMA). 

 

We hope you make NISAW your own. Nobody knows your community’s invasive species 

challenges and potential solutions like you do. Share your success with the hashtags #NISAW 

and #InvasiveSpecies and tag us @InvasiveSpeciesWeek on Facebook. 

 

Why should elected officials care about invasive species? 
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Invasive species impact everyone. When not monitored or controlled, invasive species can 

cause harm to our economy, environment or human health. The term "invasive" is used for 
aggressive species that grow and reproduce rapidly, displace native species, and cause major 
disturbance to the areas in which they are present. 

Invasive species, if left uncontrolled, can and will limit land and water use now and into the 

future. 

The longer we ignore the problem the harder and more expensive the battle for control will 

become. 

Thankfully, there are solutions. By learning about invasive species and participating in events 

across the nation, elected officials and the general public can work together to solve invasive 

species issues at local, state, tribal, regional, international and national scales.  

Through education, legislation, and getting out there to stop the spread of invasive species in 

the nation’s lands, waterways, and everything in between, we can create positive outcomes in 

habitats. Every year NISAW aims to protect natural ecosystems from invasive species for the 

benefit of everyone.  

 

What materials are available? 
The partners at NISAW offer several resources to get started in your invasive species 
awareness efforts: 

● National campaign news release template 
○ Download .pdf 
○ Download .docx 

● Local event press release template 
○ Download .pdf 
○ Download .docx 

● Social media post samples 
○ Download .pdf 
○ Download .docx 

● Public service announcement templates 
○ For February (general NISAW message) - download .pdf 
○ For February (general NISAW message) - download .docx 
○ For May (includes local event information) - download .pdf 
○ For May (includes local event information) - download .docx 

● Proclamation Template 

○ Download .pdf 

○ Download.docx 
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● Images and messages to use on social media, including Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram 

● NISAW Webinars 

● Campaign contact: 
Elizabeth Brown 

Program Manager, North American Invasive Species Management Association 

ebrown@naisma.org 

 

 
How can organizations and agencies participate? 
Organizations and individuals are encouraged to join together in projects, events and activities 

that promote stopping the spread of invasive species.  

To you invasive species managers, we salute you — and humbly offer these 5 suggestions of 

things individuals, organizations, or agencies can do to participate in NISAW. Remember to 

use the hashtags #NISAW and #InvasiveSpecies in your publicity so we can connect and 

celebrate our achievements together! 

 

1. Share the NISAW Webinar Series and resources with their networks. 

https://www.nisaw.org/ 

2. Learn about invasive species, especially those found in your region. Share what you 

know on social media (use the NISAW social media images to get started). 

3. Ask your representatives at the state, local and national level to support invasive 

species control efforts. 

4. Prevent invasive species when recreating in the outdoors. Visit PlayCleanGo.org for 

more information.  

5. Publicize your invasive species work (use the NISAW media templates). 

 

Remember: Use the hashtags #NISAW and #InvasiveSpecies  
in your publicity during February 22-28 and May 15-22! 
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