
ZEBRA AND QUAGGA MUSSEL 

PREVENTION AT LAKE POWELL

Aquatic Resources Management

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area



Zebra/Quagga Mussels

ÅInvasive mussels 

from Caspian and 

Black Seas

ÅDiscovered in Lake 

St. Clair in 1988

ÅQuickly spread



Zebra Mussel Impacts

ÅAttach to hard 

surfaces

ÅForm thick mats

ÅEconomic

ÅEcological



Ecological Damage

ÅEncrust and kill bottom critters (clams, 

crayfish, ...)



Ecological Damage

ÅFilter enormous 
amount of algae

ÅAccumulate toxins

ÅCrash Fishery



ÅCover beaches with sharp 

shells

ÅFill air with the stench of 

decay

Cost to Recreation



Cost to Recreation

ÅEncrusts 

boats

ÅClogs 

engines



Cost to Facilities

ÅFill intake pipes



Cost to Facilities

ÅFill intake pipes

ÅClog trash screens



Cost to Facilities

ÅFill intake pipes

ÅClog trash screens

ÅEncrust docks, launch 

ramps, rocks, and anything else in the 

water


