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No State Alike

1. Elections
ï Every 2 to 4 years, most states have even-year elections

2. Term Limits
ï 6 to 12 year limits

ï AR, AZ, CA, CO, FL, LA, ME, MI, MO, MT, NE, NV, OK, OH, SD

3. Bill Introduction Rules

4. Party Control

5. Legislative Sessions

6. Types of Legislatures 

7. Relative Power: Legislatures v. Governor

8. Legislative Resources



Party Control - State Legislatures

ÅMD

ÅDE

ÅNJ

ÅCT

ÅRI

ÅMA

Democrat - 27

Republican - 14

Split - 8

Nonpartisan - 1



Party Control - Governors

Democrat - 26

Republican - 24
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Party Control - State Government

Democrat - 16

Republican - 9

Split - 24

Nonpartisan - 1
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No State Alike - Legislative Sessions

ÅLegislative Sessions

ïYear Round ïCA, IL, MA, MI, OH, NJ, NY, PA

ïAbout 2 months a year - FL, NM, UT, WY

ïEvery other year ïAR, MT, ND, NV, OR, TX, KY

ÅSession Rules

ïBudget and Special Sessions

ïPriority Issues



Types of Legislatures

Red

Blue

Full-time, well 

paid,  large 

staff

Hybrid

Part-time, low 

pay, small 

staff



No State Alike ïPower of 

Legislatures

ÅPower of Legislatures 

ïLegislatures control NC and TX 

ïExecutive controls NM and VA



Why Talk to State Legislatures?

1. They authorize specific programs

2. They appropriate money to programs and policy 
initiatives

3. They can initiating studies, working groups, etc.

4. They can granting general authority to executive 
departments

5. They establishing policies that can help or 
hinder invasive species work (e.g., property 
rights)



How do you get a policymaker's 

attention?
ÅHighlight a crises
ðPerceived or real
ðDoomsday threats have 

limited appeal

ÅAppeal to a higher 
authority
ðMoral/Ethical reasons

ÅArgue better public policy
ðEffective response to crises
ðEfficient use of public resources
ÅEconomic resources
ÅEmployee resources



State Budgets Shortfalls

ÅState legislatures have faced 
massive budgetary issues in the 
past several years.

ÅBudget gaps expected for several 
years.



What Policymakers Want to 

Know
1. Whatôs the problem?

Å For legislators, how does this affect my district/my 

constituents?  

2. Whatôs the proposed solution?  

3. How much does it cost?



Opportunities to Speak with 

Policymakers

Å Individual meetings

Å Site visits

Å Letters and emails

Å Committee testimony



NCSL Resources

NCSL's State Invasive 

Species Legislation 

Database

Legislation & Statutes

ïwww.ncsl.org, ñGO 18718ò

NCSLôs State 

Legislatures Internet 

Links
ïwww.ncsl.org, ñGO 17173ò

NCSL can help with:

Who to talk to?

ÅWhen to speak with 

legislators?

ÅHow to speak with 

legislators?



Contact Information

National Conference of State Legislatures
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Denver, CO  80230

(303) 364-7700
www.ncsl.org

Scott Hendrick
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